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Agenda Item Summary: Item # MEETING DATE:

10/25/16

Requesting Department
Superior Court

Requested Action (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.)
Approval of Resolution to be presented to the Rockdale Legislative Delegation relative to Court
Reporters’ Salary

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Board policy, statute or code requirement)

OCGA 15-5-21

Is this Iltem Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board of Commissioners Focus Area or Goal)

N/A
] Yes [] No

(First sentence includes Department recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an
Summary & BaCKg round overview of the relevant details for the item.)

The Chief Judge requests the salary for the two Court Reporters be increased such that they will
be compensated in part by an increase in their salary from $14,709.96 to $19,161.92. The
proposed increase better addresses the salary costs given the annual number of civil motions,
criminal arraignments, motions, probation revocations, and criminal jury trial days.

BOC approval of the attached Resolution is required for the salary increase to proceed and be
considered for approval by the Rockdale legislative delegation and General Assembly.

{Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source requirements )

Exhibits Attached  (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.)
Resolution prepared by County Attorney

Source of Additional Information (Type Name, Title, Department and Phone)
Susan Simmons, 770-278-7741

Department Head/Director’s Approval Chief of Staff
ApRrovat

Typed Name and Title Phone

Gevald Sanders L—(g?
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Resolution # 2016 -

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF ROCKDALE

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE LOCAL DELEGATION FOR ROCKDALE
COUNTY, GEORGIA, PRESENT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CERTAIN LOCAL
LEGISLATION RELATIVE TO THE SALARY OF THE COURT REPORTERS FOR THE
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE ROCKDALE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Rockdale County, Georgia, wish to adjust
the compensation of each court reporter appointed for the Superior Court of the Rockdale
Judicial Circuit; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Rockdale County, Georgia wish to formally
request that the Local Delegation of Rockdale County present said proposed amendments to the
General Assembly regarding the compensation of said appointed court reporters.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Rockdale
County, Georgia and it is hereby resolved by authority of same as follows:

That the Rockdale County Local Delegation to the 2016 Session of the General Assembly
of the State of Georgia is hereby respectfully requested to propose and introduce the following
amendment to the Act establishing the salary of the court reporters appointed by the Superior
Court Judges of the Rockdale Judicial Circuit.

Amendment 1

An Act relating to the Rockdale Judicial Circuit and the judges thereof, approved March 27,
1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 276), is amended by revising Section 4A to read as follows:

“SECTION 4A.

The superior court judges of the Rockdale Judicial Circuit shall have the authority to appoint
court reporters as provided by law. As authorized under O.C.G.A. §15-5-21 and Section 3(B) of
the Court Reporters’ Fee Schedule in the Rules and Regulations of the Board of Court Reporting
of the Judicial Council of Georgia, each court reporter appointed for the Superior Court of the
Rockdale Judicial Circuit shall be compensated in part by a salary in the amount of $19,161.92
per year. Such salary shall be paid in equal monthly installments from funds of Rockdale
County and shall be effective upon the first day of the month following the month in which it is
approved by the Governor or otherwise becomes law without such approval. The salary
provided for in this section shall be in lieu of the per diem payments otherwise payable under
Section 1 of said Court Reporters’ Fee Schedule. Each court reporter shall also continue to
receive all other amounts payable under the Court Reporters’ Fee Schedule except for per diem.”



SO RESOLVED, this day of

Attest:

By:

Jennifer Rutledge, County Clerk

Approved as to form:

By:

M. Qader A. Baig, County Attorney

Resolution # 2016 -

, 2016.

Rockdale County, Georgia
Board of Commissioners

By:

Richard A. Oden, Chairman

By:

Oz Nesbitt, Sr.

By:

Doreen L. Williams



CHIEF JUDGE
ROCKDALE SUPERIOR COURT

922 COURT STREET, SUITE 200A 770-278-7740
Fax 770-278-8926

CONYERS, GEORGIA 30012

MEMO

December 29, 2015

To: Roselyn Miller, Director @

From: David B. Irwin, Chief Judge
RE: COURT REPORTER FEES
Roselyn

As you are aware, we are working with the county attorney to increase the Court Reporters salary
to cover the increased per diem ($200.00).

Effective January 1, 2016, we will begin paying an increased page rate of $4.75 per page to the
Superior Court reporters.

If there is anything additional you need, please do not hesitate to contact me.

cc: M. Qader Baig



MEMO

June 8, 2015

Roselyn Miller, Director

L

To:
From: Susan Simons
RE: COURT REP
HOF COST PER PAGE
PAGES
214 |
5523 PGS | $3.78
~ lsa00 |
T $425
[$a50 |
$4.75
1$5.00
L | $6.00

Daily Rate 2014 was $190.08/ day Civil and Criminal days
Daily Rate 2015 $200 / Criminal days & $190.08 Civil days
The Court Reporters Salary is $14,000 per year and at present this barely covers our civil
molions, criminal arraignments, motions, probation revocation days and criminal jury trial days.
In 2015 we anticipate 24 civil days (84,561.92) and easily 73 criminal days ($14,600) for a total
of $19,161.92,
Chicf Judge Irwin would like to increase the court reporter(s) base salary from $14,000 to
$19,161.92 effective immediately.
Please let ime know what other steps need to be taken to implement this increase for Barbara
Englehardt and Kaytie Wright.

ORTER FEES

ANNUAL COST | % OF INCREASE Per Diem R

$20,877 | 2014 rate | 2014 $190.08 |

$22,092 5.82% | 2015

Criminal $200.00

| Civil  $190.08 |

$23, 472 12.43%

$24,853 19.04% | New Page Rate

o effective 7.1.15 | ]

$26,234 25.66%

$27,615 32.27% ]

$33,138 58.73% R




APPENDIX A

Judicial'Council/of/Georgia
Fees for Services by Official Court Reporters

Effective January1,,2015

CRIMINAL CASES
Takedown Preliminary Unedited Copy1 Certified Transcript
1 Court Attendance . 2 ) 2 Exhibit Page
Court Attendance with Realtime Feed" Daily Copy Expedited Copy Page Rate Rate®
< 8 hrs. = $200.00 < 8 hrs. = $260.00 - € <120 days = $6.00
> 8 hrs. = $235.00 >ghrs.=$200.00 | 7' °0/PaEE 70/page > 120 days = $5.00° 7050
[See Judicial Council Policies and Fees for Court Reporting Services in Criminal Coses, 2.1 Takedown and Transcript Filing in Criminal Proceedings,
for mandatory and discretionary takedown and transcript filing.]

! As authorized by the court,

% paily copy is furnished within 24 hours from the close of court. Expedited copy is produced within 48 hours from the close of court. The transcript page rateis in
addition to these fees.

¥ See Policy 2.3 (C), Time Period for Filing Transcript, for discretion of judge in determining page rate for extensions.
*1f evidence not tendered digitally to court.

Civil and Juvenile Cases

Court Attendance’ Court Attendance , Takedown Preliminary Certified Transcript
with Realtime Feed Unedited Copy4
Daily Rate Copy Page Daily Expedited Palge5 Copy Pages Exhibit ,
0>8 hrs. = $190.08 Rate copy Copy Rate Rate Page Rate
8-9 hrs. = $212.85 | $140/First day $43.31/hr°
>9 hrs. =$228.09 $90/additional days $1.51 $7.58 $5.70 $3.78 $1.51 $.35
(0+2)

% As authorized by the court.

2 An additional fee paid when requested for: (1) daily realtime feed or (b) daily realtime feed with rough draft translation {copy rate).

¥ Not authorized In juvenile cases.

* Daily copy is furnished within 24 hours from the close of court. Expedited copy is produced within 48 hours from the close of court.
The transcript page rate is in addition to these fees.

*Rate paid for an original and two copies.

¢ Rate paid for additional copies, excluding exhibits.

? Rate paid for an original or copy.




O0.C.G.A. § 15-5-21

GEORGIA CODE
Copyright 2015 by The State of Georgia
All rights reserved.

*** Current Through the 2015 Regular Session ***

TITLE 15. COURTS
CHAPTER 5. ADMINISTRATION OF COURTS OF RECORD GENERALLY
ARTICLE 2. JUDICIAL COUNCIL

0.C.G.A. § 15-5-21 (2015)

§ 15-5-21. Promulgation of rules for transcripts and court reporters' fees

(a) The Judicial Council shall promulgate rules and regulations which shall:

(1) Provide for and set the fees to be charged by all official court reporters in this state for
attending court, taking stenographic notes, and recording the evidence;

(2) Provide for and set the fees to be charged by all official court reporters in this state for
furnishing transcripts of the evidence and for other proceedings furnished by the official
court reporters in all civil and criminal cases in this state;

(3) Provide for a minimum per diem fee for official court reporters, which fee may be
supplemented by the various counties within the circuits to which the court reporters are
assigned; and

(4) Provide for the form and style of the transcripts, which shall be uniform throughout
the state.

(b) The Judicial Council shall amend its rules and regulations providing for and setting the
fees to be charged by all official court reporters whenever the council shall deem it

necessary and proper.

(c) This Code section shall not apply to those court reporters taking and furnishing
transcripts of depositions or taking and furnishing transcripts of nonjudicial functions, nor to
any independent contracts of any reporters,

(d) A rule or regulation premulgated by the Judicial Council pursuant to this Code section
shall not become effective unless that council provides to the chairperson of the Judiciary
Committee of the House of Representatives, the chairperson of the Judiciary, Non-civil
Committee of the House of Representatives, the chairperson of the Judiciary Committee of
the Senate, and the chairperson of the Special Judiciary Committee of the Senate, at least
30 days prior to the date that the council intends to adopt such rule or regulation, written
notice which includes an exact copy of the proposed rule or regulation and the intended
date of its adoption. After July 1, 1986, no rule or regulation adopted by the Judicial Council



pursuant to this Code section shall be valid unless adopted in conformity with this
subsection. A proceeding to contest any rule or regulation on the grounds of noncompliance
with this subsection must be commenced within two years from the effective date of the
rule or regulation.

HISTORY: Ga. L. 1975, p. 852, §§ 1, 2; Ga. L. 1986, p. 956, § 1; Ga. L. 1988, p. 13, § 15;
Ga. L. 2009, p. 303, § 19/HB 117; Ga. L. 2010, p. 878, § 15/HB 1387.



