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Introduction and Logistics 

Rockdale County Board of Commissioners (BOC) began a strategic planning process in July 
2015 to determine what would be most important to the residents of the county. One of the first 
steps in accomplishing this process was a community survey to help determine responses of 
citizens over a number of different areas of interest.  Questions were created by county 
employees, elected officials, and community leaders. The answers to these questions will guide 
the BOC in making decisions on how to prioritize the county focus and resources. 

The survey was available in two formats, paper copies and online for six weeks between 
February 3 and March 15, 2016.  

The paper survey was distributed to 12 locations around the county, along with boxes to place 
the responses in. Every few days I would travel to all the locations to collect the completed 
responses and replenish the stack of blank surveys. The survey was also available online. It 
was created using Google Forms. Along with the responses submitted online by citizens, I also 
used the Google Form to enter in the responses done on paper. The responses via the online 
survey were automatically entered into a spreadsheet, which I converted to an Excel file at the 
end in order to more fully explore the results. 

Overview of Results 

Infrastructure 

Respondents want public transit options that are more locally focused and not busses. They 
don't seem to favor any one particular transportation street project. However, they likely would 
favor a clear, multi-phase plan that impacts several geographic areas in the county to make it all 
eventually flow more cohesively. Respondents would much prefer to have county sewer than 
septic in their homes, and the majority thinks that fluoride should continue to be added to the 
drinking water supply. Respondents were divided as to whether the storm water fee should be 
collected in a separate bill or with their annual tax bill. 

Housing and Land Use 

Respondents think that single-family residential and parks & recreation would be the best use 
for our land. They would prefer aging long-term into planned communities with ranch-style 
homes rather than apartments or townhomes. 

Quality of Life 

There's no push for a pool in north Rockdale. There is, however, a big push for countywide 
curbside recycling. Respondents also want Rockdale to be a walk-friendly/bike-friendly 
community. Strong schools and safety are among the most important factors in defining positive 
quality of life in Rockdale. A clean community is also of utmost importance, which includes 
somehow dealing head on with derelict or vacant lots. The majority of respondents think it is 
very or somewhat important to live and work in the same county. 
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Parks and Natural Resources 

Over half the respondents like the idea of expanding the trail system, with 60.7% who think it is 
very or somewhat important, 29.3% who think it is not too or not at all important, and 10% who 
don't know. The majority of people consider trail safety to be the top priority for parks and 
recreation in Rockdale County. 

Health and Safety 

With respect to law enforcement, more deputies, and increased patrol and response to calls, are 
most important to citizens. 69.7% of respondents are in favor of mild offenders who experience 
problems with mental health, substance abuse, or both receiving volunteer treatment instead of 
being booked into jail. Respondents were split in their opinions of a Fire Tax, with the responses 
being split almost equally between fully supportive, somewhat supportive, neutral, and not 
supportive. However, the majority of respondents think it is very or somewhat important for there 
to be a fire station within five miles of all Rockdale County properties. 

Civic Engagement 

The time of day pushes people to come out for county meetings and events, and it has to be a 
topic they think is worthwhile. Respondents are still dependent on the newspaper and word of 
mouth, or, on the other end of the spectrum, new technology such as social media for news 
about the county. Social media is the most popular source for those aged 19-50, while the 
newspaper is most popular for those aged 50+. 

Civic Improvements 

The majority of respondents think that a new, centralized county facility should be built in 
Rockdale County, but only by a slim margin. The rest of respondents are split closely between 
disagreeing and being unsure. Respondents are also not sure how they want the project to be 
funded, with the most frequently occurring response being “Don’t know.” The only response that 
was particularly unpopular was bank debt, with less than 5% of the vote. 

Economic Development 

The majority of respondents would like Rockdale to be known throughout the metro Atlanta 
region as a community focused on multigenerational interests such as housing, jobs, and 
culture. They think Rockdale will be attractive to new industries such as film and digital media 
production, biosciences engineering and green technology. However, they are not confident in 
the county's ability to meet the demands for those new fields. They also don't think Rockdale 
offers a quality of life that will be attractive to young professionals. Residents are split on 
whether Rockdale has adequate access to post-secondary training, but the most popular 
response was that there should be closer access. When it comes to what type is desired, any 
and all options are welcome, from technical training to graduate school. 

Demographics 

The majority of respondents were adults aged 50 or older, who own their homes and have lived 
in Rockdale 20+ years. However, the number of Millennials who completed the survey was 
lower than we had expected. Nearly all respondents answered the question about their 
combined annual household income, revealing that respondents’ incomes followed a normal 
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distribution. The majority of the respondents identified themselves as White or Caucasian, while 
only slightly more than a third of the respondents identified as Black or African-American, which 
is not representative of the county as a whole, where slightly more than half of the citizens are 
Black or African-American and slightly less than half are White or Caucasian. Latino/Hispanic 
and Asian residents were underrepresented, while the percentage of Native American 
respondents was roughly accurate. The ratio of male to female respondents was approximately 
3:4. 
 
For the Demographics section, I compared the results of the survey with 
http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/13247,00.  

Next Steps 
1. Analyze the results with facilitators from Atlanta Regional Commission. 
2. Conduct focus groups with citizens. 
3. Set some goals and establish a timeline.  

  

http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/13247,00
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Survey Collection Counts 
 
By Location 

            Initial:     7 

            BOC Office:    5 

            Admin Building Lobby:  14 

RWR Customer Service:  4 

HR Lobby:    4 

Board of Assessors:   5 

Tax Commissioners Office:   2 

Clerk of Courts:   87 

Nancy Guinn Library:   32 

Senior Center:                                   26 

VA Services (J.P. Carr):                   10 

Board of Elections:                           844 

Johnson Park:                                   16 

Other:                                             6 

Total:                                                 1062 

  

Paper vs. Online 

            Paper:    1062 

            Online:            595 

            Total:             1657 
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Results of Individual Survey Questions 
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Comments Transcript 
 
Need to have language immersion programs available starting at pre-k through elementary. Better access 
and roads to Interstate 20. Need access to MARTA system from Rockdale County. In Washington DC, 
folks living within 30 miles have access to a subway system. Why not here?! 
I've seen tremendous growth in the city of Woodstock Ga, has the county reached out to other successful 
governments to get ideas of what worked well and what didn't? Lessons Learned Other than the Atlanta 
Regional Development committee 
Do something with the horse park. 
A) As long as elected officials receive general fund money, they should be required to divulge all revenue 
sources and amounts, personnel (with specific titles, roles & responsibilities), and all expenditures in 
adequately detailed categories. B) Why include the Sheriff's Office in a Fire Tax unless Item A above has 
been accomplished? 
Some of the questions are unclear. When you say county meeting or event, do you mean officiallly 
sponsored by county government? Or just geographically within the county? 
I work in information technology at a large company in downtown Atlanta. NONE of my co-workers live 
here. I have asked for opinions, and many cite the poor impression of the I-20 corridor preventing them 
from looking at us any further. I was encouraged by the city of Conyers plan for a new City Hall. I would 
love to see Rockdale County create a "County Center" at Salem Gate, with county offices, shops, and 
greenspace fronting I-20. Our future, I think, lies in becoming a retail and office hub - not as a bedroom 
community. 
We need a nice family park in North Rockdale with swimming pools or a swimming lake, picnic, 
playground and barbeque equipment. The Horse Park has always been more exclusive and never really 
family friendly. The county needs less multi-family housing/apartment developments. These areas that we 
have now tend to contain a lot of the criminal element here. I prefer to see more planned, single family 
residences and neighborhoods. I appreciate it when I see Rockdale County Sheriff cars patrolling my 
neighborhood. It lets me know that they are watching and aware of what may be happening here. 
before building 'new' this county needs to make use of deserted and half empty business areas, shopping 
areas, and living space. Rockdale is following too closely in the steps that ruined DeKalb and Clayton 
Counties..... Also need to improve the middle and high schools befor worrying about 'higher education'. It 
seems any family that can scrape the funds together sends their children to private schools becuse our 
public schools are over-run with disrespectful children (and parents) that consider public school their free 
child carefor kids over 12 yrs old. 
If you don't do something about the crime in this county, and lack of discipline in schools, and lack of 
serious code enforcement, then any projects to improve or provide services are for naught. I know people 
all over this state, and they tell me Rockdale is known for one thing: crime. That's what they see on TV, 
when criminals are caught in our county, when crimes are centered in our county, when shootouts are 
happening on our roads, in businesses, in neighborhoods ,on a near daily basis. Rockdale, to hear others 
describe it, is a low-rent district that has attracted drug dealers, felons, and criminals either hiding out or 
waiting to commit more crimes. It was once known as a quiet, somewhat country bedroom community -- 
not any more. We have a negative element in this county which is causing good law-abiding, tax-paying 
people to move out (myself included). My neighborhood went from nice, quiet, settled (employed) 
residential, to being filled with rentals, burglaries, section 8, and what appear to be too many people living 
in single family residences (possibly flop houses -- we can't be sure). My house was burglarized for the 
first time EVER in this county, and I've lived here since the 70s. Rockdale officials treated it like a joke, 
like I should EXPECT crime because of population increase. That is complete b.s.-- crime happens not 
because of the number of people, but because of the type of people moving in, and the type of people 
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moving in seem to be people who are okay with crime and the criminal elements. I've had it and will be 
moving asap. Our BOC has had its collective head in the sand for over a decade on these issues, 
currently appears to be completely uninterested in hearing complaints, and lacks any accomplishment in 
improving this county. Instead, Rockdale has a reputation now for bad elements, and neither I nor several 
others planning to leave have any confidence that image will improve for the better. Go ahead and ignore 
all of the above I have said; it's easy to brush off someone else's opinion until it is YOUR house that is 
robbed, and YOUR neighborhood that deteriorates, then you'll see what I'm talking about. 
Build an elementary school, middle school, and high school on the same tract of land. Or at least one of 
each on the north side of the county. 
with homes of people being rented and property tax not being changed from homestead exemption would 
increase our funds to build more county needs.this needs to be looked at more closely 
In addition to more cops, we need reinforcing policies/ programs to address crime (e.g., no new multi-
family housing, increased after school/ extracurricular programs, linking security cameras across 
businesses and home owners on a volunteer basis, etc.) Stronger enforcement of building codes will 
improve beautification by keeping landlords accountable. For example, the strip mall at Hwy 138 and Old 
Salem is an eye sore. The landlord should be paying a daily fine. Pay attention to the type of retail 
development. For example, do we need 5 oil change/tire repair chains in a 2 mile radius? Or 5 Mattress 
Firms within 1/2 miles radius? Some of these businesses will fail and then the lot will be left vacant. Traffic 
easement is needed in/out of the Wal-Mart strip plaza off of exit 82 
I think the question on lower insurance costs is ambiguous. Who gets a break on insurance the county or 
the citizen, if fire station is within 5 miles. A secondary education system at the bacaluerite level at a mini 
will attract all kinds of other positives for rockdale. 
More needs to be done about keeping the county clean,trash is everywhere,besides being a disgusting 
site it has to have potential health hazards.Also no more grassy medians if they can't be kept up,ciment 
ones will do just fine. 
I believe that Conyers Police and RCSO are doing a great job with handling crime in our area. I have the 
seen the changes in RC. However, I am concerned about the Officers and Deputies that are protecting 
us. I am so afraid of the officers and deputies. This stems from a traffic stop where I brought a new car 
and I had all the paper work but the tag placed on the rear of the car did not match something in the 
computer. This officer was terribly rude, yelling at me, etc. How can we teach young people to respect law 
enforcement when they see this display of unprofessionalism. I have spoke with many seniors like myself 
55 and over that are afraid of the people who are charged with serving and protecting us as I am. Be 
Blessed. I am not leaving RC but I don't want to live in fear of the criminals and law enforcement. There 
are many great officers and I call when I need assistance but I don't understand the lack of sensitivity in 
non-threatening situations. 
There are very few independent restaurants in Rockdale, and the chain restaurants are bland. You have 
the International Horse Park, it attracts thousands, Tens of Thousands of visitors a year. All of those 
travelling and staying for horse shows need feeding. Another Wendy's does not cut it. We need 
independent pubs and restaurants that can cater to business people with money. Longhorn (to far away) 
Outback same old same old. Don't just grab the first retailer (four Mattress Firm's is a joke (two within 300 
yards). 
The current senior center is more than adequate. Buses pick up the people who don't drive, the food is 
good, fellowship is great. Another center would be a waste of money. 
Something has to be done about the crime. Quit allowing more than half the county to be Section 8 
Housing. We have become DeKalb East. 
I am really concerned about the type of new businesses and facilities that are being built into our 
community, i.e. Dollar Generals, Popeye Chicken. Also concerned about all of the Pawn shops. I would 
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like to see more progressive and healthier eating establishments, i.e. Whole Foods. If you want to attract 
motivated, progressive young people, you will have to change the look of Conyers. There needs to be 
more planning in the flow of new construction; not just sticking buildings here and there. Really need to 
make the community more appealing. I am in the process of making a decision to sell my home and move 
to a more attractive county or do I stay and fight for a better community. I really don't want to go through 
the moving process or leave the good friends that I have made. I am in the middle of a rock and a hard 
place. I would love to see Rockdale become the community that we all could be proud of. 
An extension of MARTA's I-20 East Heavy Rail project at least as far as Sigman road should absolutely 
be planned for. The train will take 3 minutes to cover the extra distance, but it takes 10-15 minutes more 
drive time to make it to Stonecrest. This would also make Rockdale more competitive against Stonecrest 
as people would not be drawn to the mall and its surrounding development after using the rail line. 
Crime has gotten to be major problem in our neighborhoods and schools. It will be hard to get much 
community support for some of these initiatives unless we get crime under control. Example - parks and 
trails that may be somewhat isolated and the potential for crime. 
Rockdale should aggressively seek a casino and horse track at the International Horse park as soon as 
the legislature approves a bill setting up gaming in Ga. 
It feels that we are part of Lithonia. The schools need to be better. We need a change in school 
leadership. We need new leadership in the county. This leadership has bought the county down. 
Need to see about adding dog park. 
We should restrict business liscenses for Apartments, extended stay motels, and weekly rental housing. 
We should also restrict businesses of a sexual nature that attract a criminal element. Look at Fulton 
industrial blvd right off of I-20. We are the mirror location to them. That area has sexual toy supply stores, 
strip clubs, cheap motels, and a lot of drugs and prostitution. It didnt start out that way. It started with the 
cheap motels for travelling business people to that industrial area then the sex stuff came. Many counties 
have codes against night life industries and it keeps out the criminal element. We need to do that also. 
Also look at cleaning up convenience stores. Many are dirty, seedy with gambling machines, and unsafe 
for my wife to go alone. 
Johnson Park pool needs updating badly. It is a nice facility for casual swimming or lessons, but for 
competitive swimmers it falls short. A facility similar to Cumming Aquatic Center might be nice to attract 
more families to the facility plus it would allow the Rockdale Riptides to practice in a 50 meter pool during 
the summer months right at home instead of renting outdoor space. It would also provide much better 
seating for hosting swim meets for both Riptides and the high schools. 
Clean up county Support public safety Lower crime 
The county needs to be governed by 5 county commissioners so that there can be a better and fairer 
process when making major decisions about spending tax money. It is very clear that the current 
commissioner configuration is not fair or serves the county, but serves the bully on the board. 
We need more affordable housing for low income people and zoning for tiny house communities 
Need more focus on code enforcement, holding property owners accountable. Too many vacant 
properties have become overrun and unsightly. 
No county manager!! No more county commissioner!! 
Business owner in Rockdale county. live in newton county currently. but very very invested in Rockdale 
and want to see it thrive. 
There should be more emphasis on community engagement and communication with county officials. As 
modern society has evolved and is receiving information in varied and differing ways, so must the county 
provide the information. Younger generation are not engaged, in part because they are not informed in 
the places that they receive information 
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We need to address the issues of homelessness and poverty within our community. We must not hide our 
heads in the sand as if they do not exist. 
I home school my child due to the rampant crime (i.e. Guns on school property, assault on faculty by 
students,sexual assaults) in the school system. There should be a tax break to these families as mine 
that are not benefiting from the taxes we pay for education. Either fix the school system or consider a tax 
break for families funding their own kids education or supply the books for home school education (i.e. 
LifePac, Beka, Horizion programs ) 
The current bike paths in the county are dangerous. A true bike path is one in which the cyclist is not 
riding along a portion of the public roadway. A true bike path is a wide path that may run parallel to the 
roadway but is not an actual part of the road itself. 
I love the PATH system, our family uses the trails regularly. I'm not a huge fan of MARTA, but do like the 
idea of light rail (less stops). I support caring for our elderly citizens and love the idea of the tiny homes. 
There is so much potential here. I wish there were more businesses in old town and that the Olde Town 
"feel" could be extended down West Avenue. Thanks for the survey. 
I love Rockdale County - Where I live it is peaceful and quiet - Grew up in Chicago - It is a big 
improvement 
I am concerned about the rise in crime in the past few years. Home invasion in particular. The Rockdale 
Sheriff's deputies do an excellent job but crime in my opinion seems to be getting more vicious. 
I chose to live in Rockdale County because of its quiet safe communities and well school system. Please 
don't make me move. 
Rockdale has really taken a turn toward the worse. I would love to see it evolve into a community that 
values its citizens and is on the front edge of development and growth. 
Like to see Fire, 911 Police Departments have all the new equipment to help crime, fire 
Due to lack of approved building of Apartments we are forced to rent older apartment that has a mold 
issue, not good heating, outdated stove, refridg, water heater etc. Landlords do the best they can but rent 
is high for what we actually receive. Senior living apartments are needed. 
The road shoulders are full of trash and no one is out removing it. This is a 'huge' eye sore to county 
citizens, but a larger problem to those visiting our county. It gives a very bad impression to the thousands 
of visitors that stay a few days or are passing threw. County Commissioners need to get things cleaned 
up! Thank you. 
More Commute Options! 
Be bicycle friendly! 
Rockdale cty. Must do everything possible to continue to attract film and tv industry!! Film studios & 
broadcast facilities for post/pre productions should be a major goal for future investment. 
Healthier food for senior citizens and inmates. Gardening and farming education/focus for young adults. 
Our schools need to be stronger. Our top tier of students can get a decent secondary education. All the 
opportunities are there and available. Our average classes are fooling around and lack self discipline. Our 
teachers should not have to be wardens. But when kids are unruly, no one learns. Principals should not 
blame teachers for a school's lack of order.. Why are people wanting to move to Cobb and Forsyth 
Counties? For an excellent education where there is order! Demigraphics? NO EXCUSE! Let's stop 
making excuses and get busy. Look at RCA, they are not playing there! 
I believe we should focuse on improving our schools before we build any new government building. I think 
pubic transportation can help reduce traffic. And more bike and pedestrian trails can help citizens become 
more active and some could become connection accesss for students to go to Bike to school. I think 
Johnson Park is great but I am concern with safety. Specially because trails don't seem to have lighting 
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and emergency call boxes. I think rock dale has the potential to maintain a historic image with a modern 
ingenuity connecting small communities though better transportation and green spaces. 
I think Rockdale county is a great place to live and is very forward thinking. It has a lot of potential. 
especially if there is easy public transport to and from Atlanta. With easy transport we may attract more 
people from Atlanta to live work play in Rockdale m 
I have seen changes both good and bad in Rockdale. I think the potential for this place to return to being 
a great metro suburb is within reach. 
I am concerned about the crime rate in Rockdale, and it's impact on someone who is thinking about 
relocating to Rockdale from another part of the state/country. I am also concerned about the decreased 
quality of our schools, particularly the recurring violence and contraband that is found on students in the 
schools, as well as the lack of quality in the teaching curriculum. 
The change in demographics in the past 10 years is disturbing. Low income, non educated people are 
moving here, putting stress on all aspects of the county services. Educated, motivated young adults need 
to be attracted to the county, not want to be's. 
The upkeep of roadways in Rockdale County has improved. However, highways that are not properly 
painted with white and yellow lines pose a horrific threat to our senior citizens. Customer service in the 
county government has improved, but needs additional improvement. 
This county has deteriorated over the past several years. Many individuals have left this county due to the 
school system, housing deterioration & crime. I also plan leaving this county. Young people with families 
do not plan on moving here because of these reasons. 
The empty strip malls are deplorable. Until they are torn down or leased there should be a moratorium on 
commercial building. Also, no more residential building until the traffic issues are resolved. 
Our infrastructure does not (is not) support all of the new building and increased population. more people 
= ^ crime " " = ^ traffic This is not the bedroom community I moved to 30 years ago. If I could get what my 
home is really worth, I would leave Rockdale Co. 
You don't get the best county employees w/o paying competitive wages. This is worth a tax hike 
#FeelTheBern BERNIE 2k16 
Ruth Wilson and the staff are doing an excellent job but are in dire need of more funding. I believe there's 
a need for more staff and decent work space that would provide preservation of the thousands of records 
from the past as well as the present. There's a need for many more updates/upgrades in their current 
facility that would enable the staff to serve the citizens in a most efficient way. I hope you take this into 
consideration. Thank you. 
County needs to focus on increased crime rate & safety before it worries about industrializing community. 
We have now become Dekalb Co. East annex! My quiet little county town is gone & is replace by an 
urban thug society. I moved here for the quiet life w/ close proximity to the "big city". 
Better information desemination to the residents of Rockdale County. Not everyone watches chanel 23. 
Not everyone reads the Citizen however most every residence receives a water bill. This can and could 
be a great resource for information desemination on a regular monthly basis put it in the water bill mailing. 
Put up a easy to get to County web site and publish how to get there let the citizens with the technology 
be encouraged to use it. Have the citizens sign up for an informational update from the County via e-mail 
that came be sent out as a EBLAST little cost to county could be very effective and provide timely 
information 
Good Survey 
Sidewalks, dog parks, more arts 
Stop building apartments! 



21 
 

Need Marta train not buses 
Too much rental property being built 
Rockdale County needs no more government intervention or spending of tax payers' money 
I think that the park on Parker Road should be built up similar to parks in Gwinnett. 
I do not live in Rockdale, but I am an employee of the County dedicated to seeing Rockdale thrive. 
I have lived in Rockdale for 35+ years - I am most concerned about crime and increasing crime. I have 
also seen a decline in the quality of schools at all levels. This includes "discipline" at all levels! For the 
smallest county in GA - look at how much negative press Rockdale receives - 
I feel Johnson Park needs to be updated. In my opinion it is not safe. Especially various sections along 
the trail in the back area. As a result, I go to Gwinnett County parks which are open, have less trees, and 
are not secluded. 
The overcrowding in the jail needs to be dealt with. One way to relieve it is to divert low level offenders 
who have drug and alcohol problems and/or mental health problems to the Drug Court and a Mental 
Health court. We need a Mental Health court and more housing options for these people. 
Fire 20% of county workers and make the others work harder for the paychecks they get 
If an aquatic center is built in North Rockdale, I would recommend the pool be deeper than Johnson Park. 
Also, the traffic is frequently congested on Dogwood Drive when leaving Walmart heading towards 
Georgia Highway 20. It would be nice if there were another way to access Georgia Highway 20 North 
from Dogwood Drive. Though the Sheriff Department is doing an outstanding job, my primary concern is 
the increased crime that has occurred in Rockdale County. 
More economic development and limited multi-family building would improve the quality of life in 
Rockdale. Education drives the economic development so the School Board, RCA, Georgia Piedmont 
Technical College (GPTC), and Georgia Perimeter need to work together with businesses to teach to the 
requirements of the jobs. Take an example from Athens Tech and prepare students for the employers. 
RCA is a good start. GPTC is always ten years behind as evidenced by their "new" media training 
degrees....ten years after the film industry has been operating in Rockdale County. Attention to Senior 
activities and services with more GRTA to the Airport and Atlanta hospitals and medical complexes would 
be an excellent improvement for me personally. 
Our community is lacking in a state-of-the-art pool for our athletes. They are training in a sub-par facility, 
then go compete in much better pools. 
Fix the problem with the mentally ill and drug addicted being locked and blamed for their illness. They 
don't belong in jail, they need treatment. 
Thx for this opportunity to give an opinion on these important issues. 
Rockdale looks dirty & old. Needs to be cleaned up & something done about the empty buildings. The 
county used to be so pretty but looks like a dump now. 
Youth in Rockdale need career-focused education. 
Marta brings a lifestyle that would not attract technology, film or high paying jobs. When is the last time a 
Fortune 500 ceo taken the bus or train. 
I would like to see more resources used for education, crime prevention & cleaning up this community. 
Too much trash everywhere! We need a homeless shelter. People are scared to do anything at night. 
More focus on arts, literacy, green projects. Better Animal Shelter. I love Rockdale & want to see my 
community grow & improve. Feed our kids & promote reading. 
The dam at Lake Rockaway Road and Rockaway Road closed there since 2010, lengthening public 
safety response time to one degree or another. Has anyone considered the possibilities of a lawsuit 
against the county because of increased public safety travel time? Also, why not create a funding source 
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(grants, loans, etc) to Rockdale County citizens to start their own businesses here in Rockdale County? 
Maybe fund it, with taxpayer approval of course, with a SPLOST sales tax? 
Life or change curfew, for teens teen have nothing to do then there in trouble 
Very need to improve the environment and the building in county. Many land left empty and building are 
aging. Improve the land for commercial use to attract others to come in. Better road!! 
For the last ten years or more crime has been on the increase in our county while the quality of life has 
been on the decrease. Traffic is maxed out and people are not observing the law while driving and will 
cross two lanes while 'on' a bridge just to get in front of other drivers who have waited in their lane to turn 
left to get on the freeway headed west or toward Atlanta. And there is no enforcement of the law at all. 
A water park in this side of rockdale would be a great idea. We need for places and parks to take our 
families. 
When purchasing a home in Rockdale then percap income to resident was one of best in country. 
Schools were some of best in state. Not sure how or why the change. Can't say that anymore. Even 
overall cleanliness of roads, shopping centers, etc. has deteriorated. We need to fix, respect each other 
and how we live./ 
My husband's family lived in South Rockdale before it was Rockdale County. Rockdale's welfare is very 
important to them, for the benefit of their posterity. It is my opinion that the older homes, Old Town, and 
the South River and land/woods surrounding it, are the main attractions that bring the film industry to us. 
We are a relatively small, close knit community, and bringing more restaurants & businesses to Rockdale 
will not benefit us, but rather, run the smaller, hometown services out of business. We are close enough 
in proximity to Atlanta & all that it offers, that furthering this endeavor will harm more than help us. I feel 
that cleanliness and beautification, and enhancing the quality of higher education will benefit Rockdale 
more than anything else. 
Rockdale county is a great place to live; however, there are not enough activities for children ages 11-18 
to participate in. Also, there needs to be some type of juvenile rehabilitation program for troubled youth. 
Rockdale Co is a great place to live. For the most part people are good neighbor's. But there needs to be 
more kid friendly activities with police, fire dept. & medical emergency personal. This would have a 
wonderful impact on the social structure of our growing population. 
The lack of respect for the county is shown with all the litter and lack of respect that the citizens show. 
Schools have gone down hill and will continue to decline until we hold parents and children accountable. 
The gift card enticement is ridiculous. 
I am a fifteen year county employee and a lifetime resident. I see the waist and abuse of taxpayer dollars 
everyday. The director of Rockdale water resources county vehicle that he drives home out of the county 
needed a paint job and per him he wanted it painted back the factory color. He was unhappy with the 
color that he chose and wanted the vehicle repainted a different color. I can go on and on about waste 
and abuse. Taxpayer dollars should be better prioritized and there would be money to repair county 
buildings. 
- Let's make Rockdale County/Conyers the best area and county in Metro Atlanta - Let's provide more 
support and resources to our police and deputies who provide safety and security to our community. God 
bless them all. 
I'd like to see Rockdale become a Hub for new initiatives. Example - Google optics for Internet svc. 
Providing residents additional and affordable options to AT&T/Dish + Xfinity 
Rockdale is still a lovely place to live, we have to watch our traffic flow, because now you have to build 
time (minutes/Hours) on a trip just to get out of Rockdale. 
My husband and I are both retired. Public safety and crime reduction will determine whether we move 
away from the county. Today we feel safe. We hope to feel safe as we continue to age. 
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I moved to Rockdale county 2 years ago and love it! We need more activities and entertainment options, 
especially in North Rockdale. We frequently commute to Loganville and Snellville for dining and nightlife. 
i lived border line to rockdale for over ten years. 
We have lived in Rockdale for 18 plus years & are local business owners! We are extremely concerned 
about the direction the town is going in, we do NOT want any type of public transportation out 
here.statically, MARTA bringing a bad element of people & at this point Conyers does not need any 
additional help with that...crime has become a HUGE concern for us personally & professionally! 
Honestly, at this point in the game, when our boys graduate from HS, we are leaving and taking the tax 
base with us...it is a shame Conyers has turned into a Dekalb county.... 
More attention needs to be paid to maintaining existing facilities such as the locker rooms at Johnson 
park pool and the tennis center courts. Pine log park is another example of poorly maintained facilities. 
Before new facilities are constructed we should be sure that adequate dollars are budgeted for their 
continuing maintenance. Rockdale County scores low on quality of life ratings primarily because it 
assumes life is in Atlanta, not here. Changes in community culture need to be made before that attitude 
can be turned around. We need people friendly spaces where the arts can commingle with 
commercial/residential/recreational activities bolstered by an aggressive community development plan, 
not more bus stops for people to go into Atlanta. 
Safety is a big concern in our county. New businesses will hesitate to locate here if potential employees 
will believe that safety is an issue. 
Rockdale County is a great county to live, however the crime is starting to climb and that is not a good 
way to keep the county positive. 
County tax department needs to be more considerate of county residents (homeowners).  
Seniors/retirees should have more consideration when assessing property tax rates. Seniors should not 
have to have school tax assessment. It seems that seniors are paying to majority of the school taxes. 
While there are county residents are not paying any school taxes. 
I love the county of Rockdale, however, we need to do more to keep money here in Rockdale. We don't 
have enough high quality places to go out and enjoy to entertain,eat and have fun with family. I would 
prefer spending my money in Rockdale then having to drive across town for something such as Olive 
Garden, Pappadeux, etc. or for entertainment or than the movies or Chuckie Cheese. We are in dyer 
straights of additional parks and expecially a water park,, thats a must have for the children in the 
summer. Your surrounding counties have them and our families are going else where to spend money 
that should be put back into our own economy. PLEASE PLEASE dig deep and look into these issues,, 
we need to spend money in the county we live in. 
We have to do something about the traffic on Salem Rd. and 138. 
I don't know who wrote this, but many questions are open ended and leading the responses. For 
example, I support the idea of getting mentally ill criminals help, but it needs to be court ordered, not 
voluntary. I also think the county needs to focus on current problems like traffic and commuter options 
before spending millions on new buildings and parks. 
not pleased with the phrasing of some of the questions, or the answer options for some of the questions 
The Salem Gate Shopping Center reflects negatively on our community. It’s time to redeveloped that 
area. 
I would like to see more kid friendly activities. Examples of these would be water parks with zero entry 
pools, continuous water flow (river) for exercise, indoor trampoline, jumpy castles, science, art and 
children's museum. There are very few places where I can take my grandchildren without driving into 
Atlanta when they come and visit. 
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There is too much trash all over the sides of roads, highways, streets, everywhere. Too much litter!!! It is 
ridiculous. Also too many Conyers City & Rockdale Employees soofing off. Not working, sitting in their 
trucks, looking at their cell phones. This trash & litter is a disgrace and ONE valid reason not to live in 
Conyers :( 
Better schools - less shopping center dev. - Too many vacant shopping centers - less apartments - 
Crime is a real problem! 
I like to see a solution to the undocumented immigrants for them to be able to drive legally so they can 
provide for their children 
We don't need more reasons to spend tax dollars (on superfluous stuff)! We don't need R.Co. finding 
ways to mae us spend more money (like in Conyers). Lower cost and more personal freedom (to pursue 
our personal happiness) are 2 main reasons many of us didn't buy in Conyers!! 
I would love for our county to be recognized by Metro Atlanta as a "positive" place. Right now I feel as if 
we are totally ignored - unless something "bad" happens. 
Rockdale Co. has great potential, but I feel like we may have missed the boat in making sure we plan well 
for growth. Roads are grossly overtaxed in terms of the number of cars, the width of the road - I'm 
thinking of Salem Rd. here. I commute 40 miles into ATL for work - it's a long way and I'm not sure how 
much longer I can justify the drive vs. quality of life in our county. Thanks for the oppty to share my 
thoughts. 
Conyers/Rockdale County, is a GREAT place to live. 
I love my county and would love to see it flourish for many years to come in peace and safety 
I would like to see the City of Conyers developed like the Square in Covington. Many nice shops and 
resturants. 
We need a centralized resource center to more effectively and efficiently serve those in need like the 
proposed Restoration Storehouse at 1400 Parker Road 
We need public transit. We need more bike paths. We need less low-income housing. We have too many 
uneducated, unemployed individuals living in cheap housing. Property taxes and government regulation is 
causing inflated rent for retail space which results in less small businesses to keep the uneducated and 
low-income individuals employed. Public transit will allow our uneducated, low-income families the 
opportunity to commute to other parts of the city for employment. Less property taxes will allow property 
owners to reduce retail rent costs; thereby allowing entrepreneurs to open businesses. We have several 
retail shopping centers completely vacant. 
A lack of a quality workforce is the largest issue facing Rockdale county at this time. Rockdale county 
needs to change it's housing structure to promote growth of a new and improved workforce. If the 
workforce cannot be improved large business will be forced to move. 
I would like to LEAD a committee to spearhead the development of a Performing Arts Center and Video 
Production Facility/Sound stage/Studio since these two things are A) in my area of expertise ($4,000 
grant for theatre production), Teaching design and theatre, Degree in Graphic and Video Design and B) 
things I am passionate about. I would also like to be a part of the Main Street signage and building 
redesign since again, those things are my forte. 
I currently live in Walton County, but work in Rockdale County. I feel more involved in Rockdale County 
since I spend most of my days in the county. I also have parents that still live in Rockdale, and I play 
sports and volunteer with a variety of non-profits in Rockdale County. I wanted this to be known, as I hope 
my insights on this survey are still valid. 
I choose to live in Rockdale County because I am close to the airport and the offerings of metro Atlanta. It 
is my wish that ALL metro Atlanta elected officials could get together and develop a light rail 
transportation system that would quickly take citizens to within a few blocks of where they want to go - be 



25 
 

it downtown Atlanta, or Cobb County or Douglasville! Sixty years ago people could get on a train in 
Conyers or Griffin, ride into Atlanta for the day and be back home in time for supper. It is a shame that 
citizens can no longer do that. 
1) Please get MARTA out here!! 2) Increase police patrol & investigation 
State-Region re item 10: Solar is a boondoggle; viable wind sources exist, but seem to be best outside 
the county. Taylor County & others along the eastern rim of the middle Chattahoochee Valley (also, along 
the coast). Nuclear is underutilized, and, there are possibilities for obtaining fuels here on the Piedmont 
(Lawrenceville is already extracting uranium from its well water). 
I would like to get information concerning joining the Planning Commission. 
- County road department need to better intersection at I-20 and Hwy 20/138. It is too congested and 
slow. - More activities for young adults needed to attract high tech industries - Would love to have college 
campus in Rockdale even at my age to learning 
Forget the original plan surrounding the overpass on 138/I-20 and widen the bridge! It's in need of repair, 
and as a resident, I need relief. 
Rockdale needs to actively recruit more commercial businesses to locate factories & offices in Rockdale. 
The east side of Atlanta has the least amount of commercial development in the Metro Area. This 
represents opportunity due to our abundance of available land & proximity to I-20 & I-75 (thru Henry 
County). Rockdale also needs greater infrastructure, specifically high-speed internet (i.e. new fiber to 
support current & future telecom needs like google fiber, or AT&T & Comcast ultra high speed internet). 
Ex. Gigabit service 
Salem Gate Shopping Center REALLY needs help! What an eyesore to South Rockdale. Stop allowing 
more Mattress stores, Vapor Stores, Beauty Supply and Pawn Shops to get licenses to operate here. Try 
to make our county family friendly. 
Grew up in Rockdale County. Disappointed in the lack of quality in the schools and increased crime. 
There was a time that people moved to Conyers for the schools. And people were not afraid to go out. 
The county needs to get both of these areas under control. Sadly, our election outcomes are based on 
skin color and NOT someone's ability to do a good job. The people of Rockdale are paying for this dearly. 
More than anything else - we need elected officials who have the intestinal fortitude to make hard 
decisions to restore public trust. Address crime and disciplinary problems in our schools. Also 
unacceptable behavior of teens and adults in public places - agressiveness, profanity, threatening. Do not 
make decisions based on political correctness!! 
Additional Sheriff deputies for schools. Rockdale schools are NOT safe for students. Also better control of 
drug dealers, wait, not better control, any control. 
Q 23 Did not have my suggestion as an option. Adminstration offices need to centralized in one location. 
Courts and court services should be located in a separate location. Both need to be built with a minimum 
of 30 to 40 year plan. County has land at Parker Rd. If the building were torn down and a new one built 
the County could have a centrally located site. If the County could purchase bank owned property on 138 
North they could build an outstanding judicial center which is LONG over due. Safety is an outstanding 
concern. Being able to move people through the current court facility is a disaster and completely 
ineffective. 
It would be great if their was a place for citizens to take their food scraps for composting and to help cut 
down on trash. 
school system improvements are vital to attract industry and business 
We have to attract more young starter families but we also need to make crime very un-attractive in the 
county. We really need to help our teachers in restoring good discipline in our schools. We need to clean 
up the free lunch program. If we are to believe the statistics, we are a county of poor people. If the free 
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lunch program does not reflect accurately reflect the income levels, then we are attracting people that will 
teach their children to be bad citizens. You have to ask yourself, would you rather live in Decatur or 
Madison or here? 
The county has changed rapidly and not in a good way. There is currently too much crime. Law 
enforcement salaries are too low. I have been told that teachers are scared to correct students in the high 
schools. Teachers are not being supported by Leadership, if they do not feel safe in their own 
classrooms. The residents are not being held accountable for their actions and are not accepting 
responsibility for their children's (minor's) actions. Bringing MARTA to Rockdale County would be the 
biggest mistake the county could make. Look at Stone Crest mall and the crime in that area. Statistically 
MARTA negatively effects communities. You would increase criminal activity in the area with MARTA with 
people who commute to Conyers and commit a crime and take the train else where, not to mention the 
people hanging around the train stations and crimes committed there. They would not have access to our 
community if they cannot afford other transportation. I do not feel safe in this community and it is a huge 
disappointment. I grew up here and I cannot even go out on a Friday night and not feel safe. 
Bike trails & walking trails throughout the county will greatly improve quality of life for all in the county. 
Rockdale County is a place rich with history and success. It's time for my county to embrace the new 
industries available for jobs. (Film/BioScience/Green). How: 1. Improve technical skills of our labor force. 
Not every child has to be a doctor or lawyer nor do they want to. 2. Transportation and access for young 
professionals wanting to live and work here but get to Atlanta. 3. Develop communities attractive to these 
professionals. 
On question #2, I think we not only need another option like rapid light rail train service to Metro Atlanta, 
but we also need an inter-county bus service that would help county residents to get to the 
retail/entertainment areas in the county. 
If a new facility is built to house all county functions. The county should also have a plan to properly 
dispose or properly utilize the 100 or so already standing facilities 
Do not live in Rockdale. I work in Rockdale. 
I moved my family to Rockdale County in 1972 from Atlanta looking for a better place to raise my kids. 
The schools were some of the best in Georgia with great teachers and few behavioral problems. Most 
families owned their own homes and took pride in their community. Crime was not a problem. You could 
shop downtown Conyers and feel safe, the shops were owned by local merchants and were friendly & 
helpful. There was a good small town atmosphere. But no more! All the above is gone. Many shops have 
been replaced by lawyers & drinking holes. I realize our county is not unique in the loss of value and the 
good life, but we need responsible leaders who care and will strive to make this county and Conyers a 
place to attract good citizens who are an asset instead of a liability. 
Rockdale is a good county which has so much potential for greatness. The purveyors of the county needs 
to stop thinking only about themselves for county needs to stop thinking only about themselves and 
actually have a concern for residents of this county. Why can't we be just as good as Gwinnett/Cobb etc.? 
Come on now. Let's do this 
More senior activities & better advertising 
The county needs a more practical and efficient method for dumping of home trash. The fees charged at 
the county dumping facility is a deterent to legally dumping household items. No wonder there is trash 
dumped all over the county. "Make Rockdale Beautiful" is a joke if trash is being dumped all over the 
county due to county policies. 
Eight generations of my Ancestors have lived in Rockdale/Newton County. 
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The statistics on students in our school system are sad. There are many students who live here but 
attend private schools. I'd like to see stats that include those students used as a means of attracting 
businesses and industry here 
I support the presentation made to BOC made by Restoration Storehouse recently. 
I fully support the Restoration Storehouse Center as proposed in the January BOC meeting. I believe a 
facility such as this would not only improve the quality of life for those struggling with poverty, but for other 
citizens as well. This would in the long run save money for the county and for non-profits while making 
more people productive contributing citizens. I encourage the county leaders to be open, generous and 
creative in making desicions that would support this project. For many reasons it is a wise investment in 
the future of Rockdale County. 
If our county government would create some way to clean up neighborhoods where refuse is allowed in 
yards along with multiple cars, trash, and junk we might be able to be proud of our neighborhoods again. 
Dogs allowed to bark all day and roam free at night. Stop telling us nothing can be done. Rockdale county 
CAN AND SHOULD be a great place to live a place where one feels safe again. Dorothy Covington. Hill 
dr 
Some questions depend on additional details that need to be provided in order to respond yes or no.. 
Abandoned shops make our town look like it is deteriorating. Dirty fast food restaurants with incompetent 
clerks make us look dumb and an unattractive community. We should quickly refill any large stores that 
are vacated. Policing public areas like the mall and parking lots prevents problems and encourages 
evening customers. I lived off Memorial Drive for years, the restaurants were continually robbed and 
many went out of business. Crime can destroy an area. 
Rockdale County has become East-DeKalb County. Crime is up, spending is up, quality of life is down. I 
routinely watch the BOC Meetings on channel 23 and I don't see much hope of any of this changing. 
We need to get our crime under control, have stricter punishment to deter criminal behavior and our 
public schools need to get back to where they used to be when they were top in Atlanta. We need 
activities other than restaurants for everyone, especially teens so gang activity goes down. We need 
beautification throughout county and there are way too many retail locations that are vacant to continue to 
build. The overpass at 138 is still in need of crowd control. 
My biggest concern is safety in our community. It seems that each year crime increases and we never 
have enough police presence. Our local government should add incentives to candidates. If crime 
decreases then more people will want to come and feel safe. 
Public transportation (Either MARTA or at least a county transit) will be very useful to the citizens who 
don't have a ride to work. 
Very unhappy today about the voting prescient being moved. We were given no notification that the 
Parker Road location moved to Salem Road. When we questioned the voting personnel, the employee 
who answered us was very rude and acted as if she did not want to be bothered. She also told us to go 
back to the Parker Road and have them answer our questions because she could not answer us. Not 
customer friendly at all. 
Racial division is a major concern for me. I am friends with a dozen teachers, the mistreatment / low 
morale of teachers is a significant problem. Very good teachers want to quit. The lack of a good source of 
local information leads to uninformed citizens and frustrated service agencies. i have prayed for years 
that some big industry companies would locate in Rockdale. We need more wise, business-minded, 
professionals in our community. 
Thanks for this survey! Good questions, really made me think more deeply about the future of our county 
and its potential. 
Define a small tax increase for Fire Tax 
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I am in favor of Restoration Storehouse privately purchasing 1400 Parker Rd where a collaboration of 
non-profits can come together to provide needed services to our community under one roof. 
Too much violence and crime coming into Rockdale. We need to address now. guns in schools, drugs, 
killings, break ins, etc. 
Please, please consider offering curbside recycling to county residents on the south side of I-20! With the 
recycling center & Pratt recycling on the north side, we really need pickup or drop off locations on the 
south side. 
We have a nice Technical school here. Our grandkid have gone to Atl. Ahens or Clayton State (dental to 
finish there education. Maybe we need to offer more courses there. 
The street is dark for kids playing/trash pick-up. Need street lights on Rockmill Lane (windridge 
subdivision). *Taxpayers are already paying a fee for lights on property tax bill. 
The roads need to be paved in the sub-divisions (Deerwood). Also, Oglesby Road in front of (Deerwood) 
Please make the results public via website. Also, would like to see Rockdale catch up with the time in 
which we live. More technology, better paying jobs in our local community, more deputy patrol presence 
in communities, provide activities for local youth for all backgrounds, race and income levels. Make 
Rockdale accessible by adding a transportation system. Step up educational standards and requirements 
for teachers and hold them accountable for educating and enforce a parental support requirement, 
continue to promote home ownership through NSP and other programs....MAKE OUR COUNTY 
BEAUTIFUL AGAIN....and more 
Roads, bridges & trash removal are in need of a higher level of attention which would make our county 
more appealing to new residence & industry. Discipline - getting it under control so more learning can 
happen. Graduation rates. Salaries need to be increased for county employees, especially in the Sheriff's 
Dept. so we can retain the expertise in those we've trained 
The day MARTA comes to Rockdale County is the day you will see a flood of for sale signs. Rockdale 
County as we know it will be no more and those of us who spent every dime we had to move away from 
MARTA service locations will have lost because of you. The BOC will do a huge disservice to its citizens. 
If we wanted to be like Dekalb County, we would have moved to Dekalb County. What are you guys 
thinking???? 
The highest calling of any community is the quality of LIVING within it. HIgh quality of lifestyle includes 
predominantly peace, security, options for pastime activity, and convenience of movement. Serenity is as 
important as noise and excitement. 
The county lacks much, as can be seen in the latest survey of top ten worst counties to live in. We ranked 
5th. 
Thank you 
I live in South Rockdale County off of Highway 212 and I love it here 
My only comment would be regarding voting days for elections. It would be preferable that election days 
NOT be held when school is in session for students. I believe it still creates a safety issue for students 
and parking is limited for elderly voters! 
Rockdale County used to be known for it's small town feel, farming community, and low crime. I moved to 
this county so that I could have more space and feel safer but since I've been living here the county has 
become overpopulated and crime has risen. This is being caused from population pushing out from the 
city of Atlanta and Dekalb County and also from immigration (illegal and legal). It looks like the only way 
for me to feel safe again is to move further out from Conyers! 
We need to strengthen our schools to keep and attract good citizens. It has declined over the years and is 
no longer an asset. I know first-hand with twenty-seven years teaching experience at the high school. 
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Rockdale County S.O. needs to have everything available to them to keep our county safe. Crime is 
increasing, Dekalb is upon us, those who are not willing to invest should not be able to complain. I am 
willing to invest in our county. I appreciate Rockdale County S.O., their presence, their timeliness and the 
fact that I never leave my home without seeing a deputy. This is comforting to me. I feel as if they care 
and their safety is important to me and my family (No, I don't have a family member who is in law 
enforcement). They give so much for so little and deserve to be appreciated. Having said that the county 
needs them to be strong and present, whatever that means, whatever it takes. 
Please consider the Restoration Storehouse proposal. 
Found no questions in regards to much confidence in the current BOC to accomplish any of these 
items...answer would be no. Too busy campaigning at public and employee meetings by making snide 
comments about each other. 
In regard to traffic management on Sigman Road, I would like to see a left turn arrow installed at the 
signal of Sigman Road and Irwin Bridge Road. 
I do have a problem with the movies being made in Rockdale county most or all are the walking 
dead,some bad movies it not only is bad bussiness for Rockdale but what does this say about us as a 
christains, I know why it is the money.BUT DONT YOU WANT PEOPLE TO COME HERE AND SPEND 
MONEY. TOO THE VACANT BUILDINGS IN ROCKDALE! ARE VERY UGLY, AND WHAT DOES THIS 
SAY ABOUT ROCKDALE? PEOPLE DONT WANT A NEIGHBOR HOOD TO OPEN MORE 
BUSSINESS! IF THE BUILDINGS LOOK LIKE ROBBERS HAVE RAN THEM OUT. 
Thank you for all the efforts to destroy the quality of life we once had here in the county! You want to 
spend money on things we don't need here in Rockdale Co. My property value has plummeted since y'all 
have taken over. All I want is for my property value to increase enough I won't have to pay someone to 
buy my house. And before you assume I'm a racist remember I am a native america. Crime is totally out 
of control here in Rockdale and there is no plan to fix it! Your plan is to build a bigger and better county 
office complex. Fix the problems here so people will want to move to Rockdale. Get your head out of the 
sand. Conyers is the 4th worst city to live in in all of Metro Atlanta. We use to be one of the best, what 
changed???? Be honest with yourself and maybe you will find the root of the problem. 
Storm water drain tax is ludicrous. I have never seen anyone clean the drains in our neighborhood. 
Rockdale county has become too congested. We live near Honey Creek and have put up with many 
things being stolen from our property. Things have changed negatively over the years. 
The county has deteriorated greatly over the last 25 years. Crime which was almost unknown in 1991 
seems to be running rampant now. I have experienced several thefts of property outside my home 
(vehicles and parts of vehicles) as well as a couple of break-ins. Traffic is unbearable trying to cross over 
I-20 and it is getting worse. Muggings, shootings, robberies, drug houses. Its a real shame but all I hear 
the BOC talking about is a new building, more green space, and more businesses. Rockdale used to be a 
great, quiet place to live. Now my wife and I are considering leaving the county. We just don't feel safe 
here anymore. 
Most important issues are reducing crime, and improving the lousy schools. People with children using 
the schools need to pay to improve the schools and participate/volunteer in the school system More of 
our property tax needs to be REDIRECTED to fire and police departments. Sheriff's office and fire 
stations are doing a good job but need more financial and community support. 
My main concerns with Rockdale County is the strongly needed added patrol on Hwy 20 SE section to 
slow these excessive speeders down. We live on a side road down from Target & it is a life-changing 
experience anymore to turn left or right out of our road, and safety on the beautiful walking/biking trails so 
I wouldn't feel the need to be packin' while always using the buddy system to walk; maybe additional golf 
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cart or 4-wheeler patrol, especially in the more secluded areas. Other than that, I pretty much love where 
I live:) 
Good to see the county asking for Ino on issues. 
Rockdale should invest in the following: - Improvements to Johnson Park swim facility. The locker room 
area and pool lacks cleanliness. - Summer enrichment camps (full day) that includes focus on 
engineering/coding/robotics/arts. 
Closer rail station is preferred, does not have to be in Rockdale County 
Conyers and Rockdale County has deteriorated greatly since I have moved here in 1995. Crime and 
social conditions associated with crime, traffic increase, and demographic changes have ruined Conyers 
and Rockdale County. People who have moved to Rockdale County from Fulton and Dekalb counties 
have not improved our lives here. They made Rockdale County just like the places they came from - dirty, 
crowded, crime-filled, with dependent non-contributory citizens to the welfare of this county 
Need something for the elderly to do - work, active, something for them to do so they don't just dry up and 
die. Public transportation to come and get them 
Police need to stop patroling lines in the road (138 near E. Fairview Rd.) and spend time focused on 
catching criminals, and on public safety. 
 

 
 


